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M any Catholics are surprised to learn 

that many of the disciples were 

married—we know for certain that St. 

Peter had a mother-in-law, who is ill 

in today’s Gospel. Jesus approaches her and helps 

her up, “then the fever left her and she waited on 

them.” The men may seem inconsiderate to a 

woman just from her sickbed (big surprise!), but 

that part of the narrative perhaps highlights how 

complete and marvelous Christ’s healing grace is. 

The love of Jesus lifts us all up and stirs us to serve 

one another joyfully with charity. 

The uplifting presence of Jesus contrasts vividly 

with the despair and drudgery of Job in the first 

reading. 



Cycles are a big part of the Christian tradition. 

The Advent wreath marks the beginning of a new 

liturgical cycle. The Scripture readings are set on a 

three-year cycle (we are in Year B—St. Mark’s 

Gospel). We save the votive prayer petitions to burn 

in the Paschal fire at the Easter Vigil. In our funeral 

services, we are reminded of the circle of life in the 

words “ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”  

Ashes are connected to the liturgical cycle of 

the Church. Life sprouts from ashes as we take the 

palms, which have dried and withered, from last 

year’s Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion and burn 

them to mark the beginning of Lent. You can bring 

your palms to church or drop them off at the parish 

office by Tuesday, February 13. We will burn them 

in in our Memorial Garden (east end of the church, 

off the parking lot). Please remove any staples, 

paper clips, string, tape, or other fasteners. 



This is the Announcement 

Weekend for the 2024 Annual 

Catholic Appeal. Please continue 

your generous stewardship of our 

parish and support the mission of our 

Archdiocese. 

Mustard Seeds of Faith 
You might be surprised that when you use a 

pronoun to indicate God (Father, Son, or Holy 

Spirit), you need not capitalize the first letter. Many 

people were taught by their teachers, nuns, or 

priests to do so. But the style the Catholic Church 

uses in the Roman Missal (check Missalette) and 

Bible translations does not capitalize divine 

pronouns. 

Mark Ward writes in “Why We Should Not 

Capitalize Deity Pronouns When Referring to God”: 

Choosing to capitalize deity pronouns in 

Scripture creates awkward situations—such as 

when the Pharisees say to Jesus (New American 

Standard Bible), “We wish to see a sign from 

You,” implying that they do in fact regard him 

as deity. [Note: The Catholic New American 

Bible, used at Mass, reads: “Teacher, we wish 

to see a sign from you.”] This practice forces us 

to specify whether a given pronoun refers to 

God in ambiguous cases; it also shouts 

interpretations that authors may have preferred 

to whisper (Is 53:6—"But the Lord laid upon 

him the guilt of us all.” NAB). And as the 

Zondervan style guide wisely points out, 

capitalization in English doesn’t generally mean 

respect, but specification (see “Pol Pot” and 

“Satan”).  

The practice of capitalizing divine pronouns 

arose in the 1800s, but has more recently faded. 

Also, lowercase letters were a relatively later 

development. In the time of Christ, the Roman 

alphabet and Latin only used what we now call 

uppercase letters. (There was a lot of shouting in 

early manuscripts;) The copying of manuscripts and 

the printing press led to the evolution of miniscule, 

or lowercase, letters. 

You are not mistaken if you 

prefer to capitalize pronouns that 

reference God. But people who do 

not capitalize are not wrong, nor are 

they showing disrespect to our 

beloved Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

They are following the preferred 

style of the Vatican documents and 

Catholic biblical scholarship. 
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Blessing of 
Throats 

We will offer a general 

Blessing of Throats 

appealing to the 

intercession of St. Blaise 

at the Masses this 

weekend, February 3–4.  

Through the intercession of St. Blaise,  

bishop and martyr,  

may God deliver you 

from every disease of the throat 

and from every other illness, 

in the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Rectory: 10234 S. Washtenaw Avenue School: 10200 S. Washtenaw Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60655  Chicago, IL  60655 

Phone: (773) 445-6565  Phone: (773) 445-4737  

Fax: (773) 445-1644  Fax: (773) 233-3012 

SJF Parish Website: SJF School Website: 

 www.stjohnfisherparish.net  www.sjfschool.net 

Weekend Liturgies: Office of Religious Education 

Saturday 4:00 p.m.  Phone: (773) 238-1851 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Weekday Morning Liturgies: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 8:15 a.m. 

 

We, the Catholic Community of St. John Fisher, formed by the gospel, 

nourished by the Eucharist, and united by love, are called to celebrate the kingdom of God 

and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ in word and action. 

Burning 

of Palms 
We encourage 

you to bring your 

palms from last 

year’s Palm 

Sunday to burn in preparation for Ash 

Wednesday ashes.  

You may drop them off at church or the 

Parish Office until Tuesday, February 13, when 

we will burn them in the Memorial Garden. 

Ash Wednesday Masses 

February 14, 2024 
8:15 a.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

Sunday Offertory 
Sunday, January 21, 1924 ................. $8,039.47 

Sunday, January 28, 1924 ................. $5,713.23 

Thank you for your stewardship 
in support of St. John Fisher Parish!
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Baptisms 
St. John Fisher welcomed these children into God’s 

family through the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Molly Louise Bertling 
child of Colin M. & Allison M. (Knox) Bertling 

Quinn Murphy Bertling   
child of Colin M. & Allison M. (Knox) Bertling 

Connor Matthew Burke    

child of John M. & Elizabeth M. (Scardino) Burke 

Kayson Theodore Voiles 

child of Brandt A. & Dana M. (Loncar) Voiles 

2023 Tax Statements 
Are in the Mail 

Year-end contribution statements to registered 

parishioners who use Sunday envelopes and who 

contributed $1,000.00 or more during the 2023 

calendar year have been mailed. Once again, we’ve 

limited statements to those who have given that 

amount or more in an effort to save money on 

printing and postage. However, if you contributed 

less than that amount and would like a statement, 

just call the rectory office and we’ll be happy to 

send you one. Thank you for your generosity and 

support. 
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75
th

 Anniversary 

Raffle 

Tickets: $100 each 

Credit card, check, 
or cash payments are accepted. 

Tickets are still available.  
The drawing will be held at a later date, 

Tickets can be purchased: 

Online…  

• Go to the Saint John Fisher Parish 
website at: 
https://www.stjohnfisherparish.net 

• Click on wording in the center that 
states “75th Anniversary RAFFLE” 
under “Weekly Announcements.”  

• Click on “ORDER NOW.”  

• Follow the instructions on the secure 
online gateway for credit card 
payments.  

• If more than one (1) person is buying 
the ticket, please list the names under 
special instructions.  

After all the weekend masses 
at a table in the back of church  

At the rectory during regular hours  

After the school sports games 
in the gymnasium  

Raffle tickets make great gifts too. 

They also provide financial support 
to our parish. 

Thank you, in advance, 
for your support and participation. 

Strengthening Our  

Joyous 

Future 

Winners will be drawn 

on a date to be announced. 

Winner need not be present. 
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Please Make your Gift 
to the 2024 Annual Catholic Appeal  

Together at the Table  

Many families in our parish will be receiving the Annual Catholic Appeal mailing from 

Cardinal Cupich. On behalf of those served by the ministries, parishes and schools who receive 

funding from the Appeal, we thank you for your gifts. Please return your response as soon as 

possible. The Annual Catholic Appeal offers a wonderful opportunity to answer the call 

“Together at the Table.” We encourage giving at all levels to support this initiative. In addition 

to providing for ministries and services throughout the archdiocese, the Annual Catholic 

Appeal funds services in our own parish.  

When we financially support the work of our parish, our archdiocese and the Catholic Church 

throughout the world, we experience a feeling of deep gratitude, especially when we 

contemplate God’s many gifts to us personally. By sharing our wealth through gifts to the 2024 

Annual Catholic Appeal, we demonstrate our commitment to the Church and each other. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal Commitment Weekend 

is next weekend, February 4–5, 2024. 

Many families

Cardinal Cupich

receive funding
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Pro Labore Dei News 
Pro Labore Dei made 160 lunches in 35 minutes 

(probably less) and brought them to Robbins for 

distribution on January 6. Again, a huge thank you 

to the SJF community for spending some of their 

cold, snowy morning in the rectory basement. So 

many hands go into making this monthly mission 

successful. Thank you. 

Thanks, SJF, for all you do. The season of 

giving continues. We still collect on Saturday 

mornings between 9:30 and 10 am on the church 

parking lot. Any food item is welcome by our 

clients. Yes, diapers are still needed. 

If more info is needed, please call or text 

Pam O'Mara (773) 612-0281 

or Jerry and Pat Hayes (773) 203-7881 

 

GriefShare meets on Tuesdays from 6:30pm-8:15pm 
through April  9

th
  

9235 S. Hamilton, Chicago IL 60643 

Get Behind the Vest 
Pancake Breakfast 

 

Sunday,  

February 25 

8:00 a.m. – Noon 



   

St. John Fisher Parish Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time February 4, 2024 

 8 

Prayer Support for Our Military Personnel 
We keep parishioners and all those who are serving in the military in our prayers, especially: 

MSG Kevin Daley; CPL Thomas Leonard, USMC; Daniel Wagner; Pvt 1st Class Michael Carroll, USMC; 
Lt. Col. Eric Dougherty, USMC; Lance Cpl Kevin Butler, USMC; Lt. Brad Brunaugh; Pvt. Christopher Dinaso; 
PFC Ryan Hensley; PFC Steven Folliard; Captain Michael McCann, US Army; Kevin Roche; Steve Ayon; 
Pvt. Anthony Schmidt; PFC Terrance Wilson, US Army; Lance Cpl Brennan C. McDonald, Jr., USMC;  
Sgt. Robert Brennan Carroll, USMC; Lt. Cmdr. Patrick F. McInerney, USN.; Captain Patrick Tierney, USMC; 
Kyle Sellers, USAF; LCPL Jack Fitzpatrick, USMC; CA Christopher Chirillo, USA; Timothy Kelly, USN; 
Ensign Peter Smagur USN; 2 Lt. Bridget Bentley, USA; Matthew C. Adas, USN; Airman William L. Murray; 
Andrew Mitchell Cullen, USMC; Capt. Andrew Piech, USMC; Lance Cpl. Joseph Killeen, USMC.  

Lord, hold our military men and women in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. 

Patrick Fitzgerald, father of Jacalyn Frederking 

Margaret Mary Nash 

James M. Glynn 

Victims of Gun and Domestic Violence 

Victims of the Ukrainian invasion 

Victims of Violence in the Middle East 

Book Club: 
Beautiful Eucharist 
It is not too late to join the book 

discussion about Beautiful Eucharist 

that Southside Parish Renewal 

parishes distributed last month. St. Barnabas will 

host the meetings on Sunday, February 4 and 11, at 

11:00 a.m.  

Join at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090E4EAEAA2EA6FF2-beautiful 

or contact Deacon Andy Neu 
773-779-1166 x542 aneu@stbarnabasparish.org  

Keeping Teen 
Relationships 

Healthy and Safe 
Tuesday, February 6 

7:00 p.m. 

Christ the King Church 

Parents, guardians, and grandparents, of junior high 
and high school teenagers, as well as school 
personnel and interested adults are encouraged to 
attend a presentation on Teen Dating Violence 
at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 6. The program 
will be offered by the staff of A New Direction and 
is sponsored by the Domestic Violence Awareness 
Committees of Christ the King, St. John Fisher, St. 
Cajetan, St. Christina and St. Barnabas. It will be 
at Christ the King Church. 9345 S Hamilton 
Avenue.  

Ericka Swanson and Rita Ryan of A New 

Direction will define abuse, show patterns of abuse 

in relation to Teen Dating Violence, and will 

introduce scenarios and helpful resources. Learning 

about healthy relationships at this age can go a long 

way towards stopping the cycle of Domestic 

Violence, and can set youth on a better path for 

future relationships. 

Please contact Donna Dalton at 
donnadalton1951@gmail.com, 

Linda Villalobos at lvilla46@yahoo.com 
or Nancy North at nancy.north@comcast.net 

for more information 
on the Teen Dating Violence presentation. 
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Masses and Intentions 

Monday, February 5 — St. Agatha 

8:15 a.m. Bob Johnson – Family 

People of St. John Fisher 

Tuesday, February 6 — St. Paul Miki 
 and Companions  

 No Mass 

Wednesday, February 7  

8:15 a.m. John Moss – Dan & Mary Anne DeLacy   

Mary Resce – Mary Jo Ochs 

Thursday, February 8 — St. Jerome Emiliani; 
 St. Josephine Bakhita  

 No Mass 

Friday, February 9  

8:15 a.m. Patrick J. McGann, Sr. – Family 

Students and Staff of  
St. John Fisher School 

Saturday, February 10 —  St. Scholastica  

4:00 p.m. For the People of St. John Fisher Parish 

Sunday, February 11 —  6th Sunday in Ord. Time 

8:00 a.m. James Glynn –  
 Don & Maureen McCormack  

Constance M. Gotto –  
 Ann Marie Killeen 

11:00 a.m. Frank & Frankie Wahlen –  
 Winnie Wahlen   

 Helen Leggett – Family 

Readings for the Week 

Sunday: Jb 7:1–4, 6–7 / Ps 147:1–6 / 
1 Cor 9:16–19, 22–23 / Mk 1:29–39  

Monday: 1 Kgs 8:1–7, 9–13 /  
Ps 132:6–7, 8–10 / Mk 6:53–56   

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 8:22–23, 27–30 / 
Ps 84:3, 4, 5 and 10, 11 / Mk 7:1–13  

Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1–10 / 
Ps 37:5–6, 30–31, 39–40 / Mk 7:14–23  

Thursday: 1 Kgs 11:4–13 / 
Ps 106:3–4, 35–36, 37 & 40 / Mk 7:24–30  

Friday: 1 Kgs 11:29–32; 12:19 / 
Ps 81:10–11ab, 12–13, 14–15 / Mk 7:31–37  

Saturday: 1 Kgs 12:26–32; 13:33–34 / 
Ps 106:6–7ab, 19–20, 21–22 /  Mk 8:1–10  

Next Sunday: Lv 13:1–2, 44–46 /  Ps 32:1–2, 5, 11 /  
1 Cor 10:31–11:1 / Mk 1:40–45 

If you wish to generously remember St. John Fisher Parish/School in your will, ensuring its growth and vitality 
for years to come, you may include the following general statement: 

I give (the sum of $_________)* to St. John Fisher Parish/School, located in Chicago, Illinois. 

Please contact pastor Fr. Ken Budzikowski at (773) 445-6565 or Brendan Keating, Sr. Director of Planned Giv-
ing at (312) 534-5271 or bkeating@archchicago.org for more information. 

*You may also give a percentage of your estate, or a specific asset. 

Presiders 

Saturday, February 10 

4:00 pm Fr. Ken Budzikowski 

Sunday, February 11 

8:00 am Fr. Marty Marren 

11:00 am Fr. Leo Glueckert, O. Carm. 

Lectors 

Saturday, February 10 

4:00 pm Dan Brennan 

Sunday, February 11 

8:00 am Patrick Perner 

11:00 am Essie Carson 
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PARISH PRIESTS 

Rev. Kenneth Budzikowski  ............................. Pastor 
Rev. Martin Marren ......................... Associate Pastor 

DEACONS 

Deacon Robert Carroll 
Deacon Raymond Reilly (Retired) 

Deacon Couple Clayton and Betty Kort (Retired) 

Mrs. Maura Nash ......................................... Principal 

Elena Chermak, D.Min. ..Dir. of Religious Education 
echermak@sjfschool.us 

Phil and Amy Switalski .................... Music Directors 
philnamy1992@gmail.com (708) 687-3302 

Parish E-Mail: sjfparishchicgo@gmail.com 

Parish Office Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9:00 am–7:00 pm 
Saturday 9:00 am–4:00 pm 
Sunday 9:00 am–12:00 noon 

Baptisms: A Baptismal Preparation Program is a 
requirement in the Chicago Archdiocese. Contact 
the rectory for more information and dates and 
times the classes will be held. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession):  
Saturdays 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. or by appointment 

Marriage: Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory at least six months before the wedding. 
The Archdiocese requires a marriage preparation 
program (Pre-Cana, Discovery Weekend, etc.). 

Communion for Homebound Parishioners: 
Members of our parish family who are ill or 
homebound, please call the parish office and a 
Minister of Care will bring communion to your 
home at your convenience. 

New Parishioners: We welcome you! Please 
introduce yourself to us. We ask that you register 
in the rectory office. Parishioners—Please keep 
your contact information updated. 

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              St. John Fisher, Chicago, IL              B 4C 01-4061

Free Roof Inspection

708-253-2561
www.HeritageRoofers.net

State Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Dorothy Jaworska

 
djaworska@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2105

BEVERLY RIDGE
FUNERAL HOME
James Melka, Founder
James Trolia, Director

Family Owned Since 1957 - Independent

773-779-4411 • 10415 S. Kedzie

     Serving Greater Chicago for over 62 years

                                       “Discover a Healthier Lifestyle”
     2100 W 95th St • 773-233-1856
Open Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30, Thurs. till 8 PM

We accept 
all major 
credit cards
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Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/IL 4532 W. 103rd St., Oak Lawn, IL

www.smilesbyburke.com
Call for a Free Consultation 708-658-6015    
     

Real Estate • Wills / Trusts
Attorney Referral Service

3551 West 111th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60655
www.barrylawinc.com

773.779.6100

773-779-9898 | molloyrealestate.com
Molloy & Associates, serving your community for over 25 years
Bernadette Molloy, Designated Managing Broker     Chicago, IL

Buying or Selling Real Estate? 
Call Your Neighborhood Brokers

for a Free Consultation.
Jeanette Rieger
Rosemary Rehak

Tom Molloy • Bernedette Molloy

10258 S. Western Ave. | 1908 W. 103rd St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60643 | 773-239-2265 

www.thebeverlybank.com

 


