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Lent is a season to celebrate, beginning with ashes 

smudging our foreheads as a reminder of our faults 

and mortality, but inevitably guiding us to the 

Easter joy of Christ Risen. We reach renewal 

through reconciliation. May we build the Church 

with hope for the restoration that Lent offers and 

that we desperately need. The first Lent preface 

proclaims, “For by your gracious gift each year 

your faithful await the sacred paschal feasts with 

the joy of minds made pure…” Lent should 

challenge but not embitter us. Though penitential, it 

points us to the generous mercy of God. The prayer, 

fasting, and alms giving we commit to set the stage 

for the joyous Paschal feast.  

Sundays are not considered fasting days. In 

Lent we set aside the “Gloria” but still praise God 

for the Easter miracle. The Lenten journey reminds 

us that it is not things we are willing to give up that 

bring us true joy. We open ourselves to the eternal 

gifts from God that bring enduring jubilation. 

 

In the cacophony of modern life, we can be 

uncomfortable with and do not know how to handle 

silence. We sometimes struggle to find the 

opportunity or justification to pause for spiritual 

reflection. Find some light in the gloom of winter 

by embracing a moment of quiet prayer and 

reflection. Pick up and share a copy of The Word 

Among Us for Lent. It offers daily liturgical 

readings and prayers, but also provides meditations. 

 

Congratulations to our young parishioners 
confirmed by Bishop Jeffrey Grob on February 10. 
May they grow in spiritual richness and wisdom 
through the seven gifts of the Paraclete. 

Mustard Seeds of Faith: 
Church and the Creed 

A couple weeks ago, we informed that pronouns 

referring to God need not be capitalized. Did you 

ever notice in the Nicene Creed — “I believe in 

one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church” — that 

“catholic” is not capitalized? You might also be 

surprised that Episcopalians, Lutherans, and many 

mainline Protestants profess belief in one, holy, 

catholic and apostolic Church. We do nor capitalize 

the “C” because it does not refer to the branch of 

Christianity that we occupy, the Roman Catholic 

Church, but to the original meaning of “catholic” — 

universal. 

We, along with many of our other Christian 

sisters and brothers, profess faith in a Church that is 

one—Christ wants unity as his Body. The Church is 

holy—God forms it, humanity did not create it. The 

Church is catholic—Christ’s invitation is universal, 

open to all. And the Church is apostolic—we have 

our continuous roots in the mission and leadership 

that Jesus entrusted to his Apostles. 

As “Big C” Church references the people of 

God as the Body of Christ and “little c” church is 

the building where we worship, “Big C” Catholic 

defines those who acknowledge Pope Francis as St. 

Peter’s successor, and “little c” catholic means 

Christ’s universal, all-encompassing invite. 

Pro Labore Dei News 
Some old business and some new: 

Our next lunch-making will be on  

Saturday, March 2, at 9:15 a.m. 

in the rectory basement.  

Our current needs are: 

100 sweet treats 

70 chips 

and, always, our marvelous volunteers. 
We continue to collect food for our pantry every 

Saturday morning from 9:30 to 10:00 and are trying 

something new. We call it Item of the Month. For 

February the item will be Rice. Please consider 

grabbing a box of rice while you are getting that extra 

box of cereal, jar of pasta sauce, or cans of vegetables to 

help us bag staples to hand out to our clients. Truth be 

told, St. John Fisher is the example used by many 

parishes and schools. 

Starting this weekend is our annual Easter basket 

collection. We are collecting Easter baskets or parts of 

baskets we can finish for those who would not have this 

celebration without our help. We begin today, February 

18, and end on March 21. Whatever you can do is 

greatly appreciated. Thank you.  

Any questions or concerns,  

contact Pam O'Mara (773) 612-0281 

or Jerry and Pat Hayes (773) 203-7881 



   

February 18, 2024 First Sunday of Lent St. John Fisher Parish 

 3 

Don’t Do It Alone 
It can be hard to live your Catholic faith. Being a 

disciple is counter-cultural. But that doesn’t mean 

you have to do it alone! 

This summer, join thousands of on-fire Catho-

lics for the experience of the decade. Come be re-

freshed, healed, and filled with so much grace that it 

will overflow into our community when you return 

home!  

Register online at EucharisticCongress.org or 

contact our parish office for more information about 

registering with your fellow parishioners. 

What: 10
th
 National Eucharistic Congress 

When: July 17–21, 2024 
Where: Lucas Oil Stadium, Indianapolis, IN 

Presidents’ Day 
Monday, February 19 

The Parish Office will close Monday, February 19, 

in observance of Presidents’ Day. 

Rectory: 10234 S. Washtenaw Avenue School: 10200 S. Washtenaw Avenue 

Chicago, IL  60655  Chicago, IL  60655 

Phone: (773) 445-6565  Phone: (773) 445-4737  

Fax: (773) 445-1644  Fax: (773) 233-3012 

SJF Parish Website: SJF School Website: 

 www.stjohnfisherparish.net  www.sjfschool.net 

Weekend Liturgies: Office of Religious Education 

Saturday 4:00 p.m.  Phone: (773) 238-1851 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Weekday Morning Liturgies: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 8:15 a.m. 

 

We, the Catholic Community of St. John Fisher, formed by the gospel, 

nourished by the Eucharist, and united by love, are called to celebrate the kingdom of God 

and proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ in word and action. 

Sunday Offertory 
Sunday, February 11, 2024 ............... $7,100.00 

Thank you for your stewardship 
in support of St. John Fisher Parish!
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Our parish is conducting our campaign 

for the Annual Catholic Appeal. Please 

remember that the Annual Catholic 

Appeal differs from a one-time special 

collection. It is a pledge campaign 

where you can make a gift payable in 

installments. 

The new Annual Catholic Appeal theme, 

“Together at the table,” is an important 

theme as we prayerfully consider our 

support for the Appeal but also 

important for embracing the life that the 

Lord wants us to live. Each pledge 

makes a difference! All parish 

communities participate in the 

campaign and the gifts of many enable 

our parishes, schools and ministries to 

deliver needed services. Thank you for 

your prayerful consideration and 

generous response. To make your gift, 

you can complete the mail-in giving 

envelope available at church or make a 

gift online at annualcatholicappeal.com. 



   

February 18, 2024 First Sunday of Lent St. John Fisher Parish 

 5 

75
th

 Anniversary 

Raffle 

Tickets: $100 each 

Credit card, check, 
or cash payments are accepted. 

Tickets are still available.  
The drawing will be held at a later date, 

Tickets can be purchased: 

 Online…  

• Go to the Saint John Fisher Parish 
website at: 
https://www.stjohnfisherparish.net 

• Click on wording in the center that 
states “75th Anniversary RAFFLE” 
under “Weekly Announcements.”  

• Click on “ORDER NOW.”  

• Follow the instructions on the secure 
online gateway for credit card 
payments.  

• If more than one (1) person is buying 
the ticket, please list the names under 
special instructions.  

 After all the weekend masses 
at a table in the back of church  

 At the rectory during regular hours  

 After the school sports games 
in the gymnasium  

Raffle tickets make great gifts too. 

They also provide financial support 
to our parish. 

Thank you, in advance, 
for your support and participation. 

Strengthening Our  

Joyous 

Future 

Winners will be drawn 

on Sunday, April 14 2024, 

after the 11:00 a.m. Mass. 

Winner need not be present. 
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On Saturday, February 10, Bishop Jeffrey S. Grob 

confirmed these St. John Fisher parishioners, 

completing their Sacraments of Initiation. 

May the gifts of the Holy Spirit guide them 

on the path of faithful discipleship. 
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Prayer Support for Our Military Personnel 
We keep parishioners and all those who are serving in the military in our prayers, especially: 

MSG Kevin Daley; CPL Thomas Leonard, USMC; Daniel Wagner; Pvt 1st Class Michael Carroll, USMC; 
Lt. Col. Eric Dougherty, USMC; Lance Cpl Kevin Butler, USMC; Lt. Brad Brunaugh; Pvt. Christopher Dinaso; 
PFC Ryan Hensley; PFC Steven Folliard; Captain Michael McCann, US Army; Kevin Roche; Steve Ayon; 
Pvt. Anthony Schmidt; PFC Terrance Wilson, US Army; Lance Cpl Brennan C. McDonald, Jr., USMC;  
Sgt. Robert Brennan Carroll, USMC; Lt. Cmdr. Patrick F. McInerney, USN.; Captain Patrick Tierney, USMC; 
Kyle Sellers, USAF; LCPL Jack Fitzpatrick, USMC; CA Christopher Chirillo, USA; Timothy Kelly, USN; 
Ensign Peter Smagur USN; 2 Lt. Bridget Bentley, USA; Matthew C. Adas, USN; Airman William L. Murray; 
Andrew Mitchell Cullen, USMC; Capt. Andrew Piech, USMC; Lance Cpl. Joseph Killeen, USMC.  

Lord, hold our military men and women in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect us. 

Alix Johnopolos and Brian Pillon (I) 

Maeve McGlinchey and Brad Jerantowski (II) 

Sr. Michelle Elfering, former SJF Principal 

Rev. John Doyle 

Rev. John Rudnick 

Adele O’Sullivan 

Victims of Gun and Domestic Violence 

Victims of the Ukrainian invasion 

Victims of Violence in the Middle East 

 

 

Women’s CRHP 
The women of St. Barnabas, Christ the King, St. 

John Fisher and St. Cajetan Parishes are preparing a 

weekend of renewal and relaxation, Christ 

Renews His Parish. If you would like to join us 

February 24–25, 2024, for this time of fellowship, 

joy, and reflection, please email: 

womens.crhp.stbarnabas@gmail.com.  

If you have any questions about this weekend, 

please call Katie Durkin (773) 350.6885 

or Llora Sullivan (773) 220.7517. 
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Hot Topics—Archdiocesan Women’s Committee 
Inspiring Pastoral Outreach 

Join the AWC for one of three Zoom discussions on pastoral approaches to persons in unchangeable positions 

that put them in conflict with the teachings of the Catholic Church (for example, Catholics who are divorced 

and re-married without an annulment, who identify as LGBTQIA+, are in 

inter-religious marriages, whose marriages were not blessed by the Church, etc.). 

Our goal is to hear the voices of 200 or more women. Discussion will address the following: 

•  Do the Church’s current practices towards persons in these situations attract people to or drive them away 

from the Catholic Church? 

•  What are some pastoral approaches that you have seen, or would like to see, toward persons who are in 

these situations? In what ways could we encourage them and help them feel comfortable coming to church? 

•  Do you or do people you know feel injured or harbor resentment when exceptions are made for people in 

these situations? 

If you have not already read the Declaration by Pope Francis titled Fiducia Supplicans, you can read it here to 
inform the portion of our discussion about LGBTQIA+ persons: bit.ly/fiducia-supplicans. 

Advance registration is necessary in order to receive the Zoom link for participation. 

To register please go to the link on your desired session below. 

Saturday, February 24 | 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. | bit.ly/HOTTPC20240224 

Wednesday, March 6 | 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. | bit.ly/HOTTPC20260306 

Monday, March 11 | 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. | bit.ly/HOTTPC20230311 

The Archdiocese Women’s Committee is an adjunct committee of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council. 
It serves as an advisory committee that works directly with Cardinal Cupich. 

Fridays in Lent  3:00 p.m. Fridays in Lent   1:00 p.m.  

February 23  3:00 p.m. March 20  1:00 p.m. 
March 1  6:00 p.m. 
March 8  3:00 p.m. 
March 15  6:00 p.m. 
March 22  1:45 p.m. 
March 24  2:00 p.m. 
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Masses and Intentions 

Monday, February 19 

8:15 a.m. Susan Hrdlicka – The Proper Family  

Lori Bates – Marilyn Skier 

Tuesday, February 20 

 No Mass 

Wednesday, February 21 —  St. Peter Damian  

8:15 a.m. Patrick & Ann DeLacy –  

 Dan & Mary Anne DeLacy  

 Bridget “Breda” Mitchell –  

 Julie and Marco Sabatini  

Thursday, February 22 — Chair of St. Peter 

 No Mass 

Friday, February 23 — St. Polycarp 

8:15 a.m. Dale Elenteny – Jane & Vince Sheridan 

 Eileen Sheridan –  

 Jane & Vince Sheridan   

Saturday, February 24  

2:00 p.m. Wedding — Maeve McGlinchey & 

 Bradley Jerantowski 

4:00 p.m. For the People of St. John Fisher Parish 

Sunday, February 25 —  Second Sunday of Lent 

8:00 a.m. Teri Keaty Joyce – Berger Family  

Mary Kaye McBride –  

 Dan & Mary Anne DeLacy   

11:00 a.m. Emily Marchi –Family    

 Diane Cox – John & Chris O’Hara  

Readings for the Week 

Sunday: Gn 9:8–15 / Ps 25:4-9 / 
1 Pt 3:18–22 / Mk 1:12-15  

Monday: Lv 19:1–2, 11–18 /  Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15 /Mt 
25:31–46    

Tuesday: Is 55:10–11 / Ps 34:4–7, 16–19 /Mt 
6:7–15  

Wednesday: Jon 3:1–10 / Ps 51:3–4, 12–13, 18–
19/Lk 11:29–32  

Thursday: 1 Pt 5:1–4 / Ps 23:1–3a, 4–6 /Mt 
16:13–19   

Friday: Ez 18:21–28 / Ps 130:1–8 / 
Mt 5:20–26  

Saturday: Dt 26:16–19 / Ps 119:1–2, 4–5, 7–8 /
Mt 5:43–48 

Next Sunday: Gn 22:1–2, 9a, 10–13, 15–18 / 
Ps 116:10, 15–19 /  Rom 8:31b-34 / 
Mk 9:2-10  

If you wish to generously remember St. John Fisher Parish/School in your will, ensuring its growth and vitality 
for years to come, you may include the following general statement: 

I give (the sum of $_________)* to St. John Fisher Parish/School, located in Chicago, Illinois. 

Please contact pastor Fr. Ken Budzikowski at (773) 445-6565 or Brendan Keating, Sr. Director of Planned Giv-
ing at (312) 534-5271 or bkeating@archchicago.org for more information. 

*You may also give a percentage of your estate, or a specific asset. 

Presiders 

Saturday, February 24 

4:00 pm Fr. Marty Marren 

Sunday, February 25 

8:00 am Fr. Marty Marren 

11:00 am Fr. Ken Budzikowski 

Lectors 

Saturday, February 24 

4:00 pm Patrick Brandt 

Sunday, February 25 

8:00 am Dan Olsen 

11:00 am Kathy Murray 
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PARISH PRIESTS 

Rev. Kenneth Budzikowski  ............................. Pastor 
Rev. Martin Marren ......................... Associate Pastor 

DEACONS 

Deacon Robert Carroll 
Deacon Raymond Reilly (Retired) 

Deacon Couple Clayton and Betty Kort (Retired) 

Mrs. Maura Nash ......................................... Principal 

Elena Chermak, D.Min. ..Dir. of Religious Education 
echermak@sjfschool.us 

Phil and Amy Switalski .................... Music Directors 
philnamy1992@gmail.com (708) 687-3302 

Parish E-Mail: sjfparishchicgo@gmail.com 

Parish Office Hours: Mon.–Fri. 9:00 am–7:00 pm 
Saturday 9:00 am–4:00 pm 
Sunday 9:00 am–12:00 noon 

Baptisms: A Baptismal Preparation Program is a 
requirement in the Chicago Archdiocese. Contact 
the rectory for more information and dates and 
times the classes will be held. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession):  
Saturdays 3:00 to 3:45 p.m. or by appointment 

Marriage: Arrangements are to be made at the 
Rectory at least six months before the wedding. 
The Archdiocese requires a marriage preparation 
program (Pre-Cana, Discovery Weekend, etc.). 

Communion for Homebound Parishioners: 
Members of our parish family who are ill or 
homebound, please call the parish office and a 
Minister of Care will bring communion to your 
home at your convenience. 

New Parishioners: We welcome you! Please 
introduce yourself to us. We ask that you register 
in the rectory office. Parishioners—Please keep 
your contact information updated. 
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Free Roof Inspection

708-253-2561
www.HeritageRoofers.net

State Licensed, Bonded & Fully Insured

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME Dorothy Jaworska

 
djaworska@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2105

BEVERLY RIDGE
FUNERAL HOME
James Melka, Founder
James Trolia, Director

Family Owned Since 1957 - Independent

773-779-4411 • 10415 S. Kedzie

     Serving Greater Chicago for over 62 years

                                       “Discover a Healthier Lifestyle”
     2100 W 95th St • 773-233-1856
Open Mon.-Sat. 9:30-5:30, Thurs. till 8 PM

We accept 
all major 
credit cards
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Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/IL 4532 W. 103rd St., Oak Lawn, IL

www.smilesbyburke.com
Call for a Free Consultation 708-658-6015    
     

Real Estate • Wills / Trusts
Attorney Referral Service

3551 West 111th Street
Chicago, Illinois 60655
www.barrylawinc.com

773.779.6100

773-779-9898 | molloyrealestate.com
Molloy & Associates, serving your community for over 25 years
Bernadette Molloy, Designated Managing Broker     Chicago, IL

Buying or Selling Real Estate? 
Call Your Neighborhood Brokers

for a Free Consultation.
Jeanette Rieger
Rosemary Rehak

Tom Molloy • Bernedette Molloy

10258 S. Western Ave. | 1908 W. 103rd St. 

Chicago, Illinois 60643 | 773-239-2265 

www.thebeverlybank.com

 

ROGERS
ROOFING • SIDING • WINDOWS

Family Operated Since 1968 
219-933-9145     773-768-3022


